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From the Publisher 

The Story Behind the Story

F
or 48 years, High Country News 

has covered the stories that 

define the diverse and ever-

changing American West. As a 

nonprofit, independent news 

organization, primarily funded by its 

readers, HCN retains an editorial 

freedom that allows our writers and 

editors to dig into the most pressing 

issues of the day, providing critical long-view perspectives for 

citizens and decision-makers both here in the region and across 

the country.

2018 was vividly defined by an astounding series of  

storms across the region’s physical, social and political 

landscapes. One storm in particular was very personal: the 

unexpected passing on Aug. 31 of HCN’s former publisher, 

Ed Marston, who, along with his incomparable partner, 

Betsy, did so much to shape High Country News into the 

institution it is today, from 1983 until his retirement in  

2002. Hundreds of people, including many past and present 

staffers and writers for HCN, flocked to a “Celebration of Ed” 

in our hometown of Paonia, Colorado, paying heartfelt and 

eloquent tribute to an extraordinary man who was an 

intellectual force not only in his local community, but in the 

West and across the nation. In October, we published a 

special section of the magazine honoring Ed’s legacy. 

On the physical side, the West was slammed time and 

again by the gathering might of a changing climate. 

Long-term drought and record heat fueled immense wildfires 

and drained many reservoirs to near record-low levels; 

intense storms flooded towns along rivers and swept oceans 

into coastline communities. Our writers and editors provided 
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on-the-ground climate reporting from places as far-flung as 

Imperial Beach, California; Santa Fe, New Mexico; and 

Alaska’s North Slope.

Meanwhile, we continued to cover issues that have long 

been in our wheelhouse — stories about public lands, 

wildlife, growth and the long list of environmental policies 

and regulations the Trump administration continues to 

target for rollbacks and repeal. But it was the larger social 

and political storms swirling around this president, and 

consuming the attention of the country and the world, that 

distinguished our work this year. Though we didn’t cover the 

daily blow-by-blow, tweet-by-tweet upheavals over race, 

sexual harassment, immigration and the like, we found ways 

into those stories through longer investigations and more 

thoughtful perspective pieces. 

And we even managed to have some fun along the way, 

with Betsy Marston’s humorous Heard Around the West 

column gracing the back page of all 22 print issues, and  

an eclectic collection of quirky opinion and feature pieces  

on everything from a young woman’s struggle to live in  

the ghost town of Cisco, Utah, to a search for the elusive 

Deer 255, a doe that migrated a record 242 miles from 

west-central Wyoming to her summer pasture near Island 

Park, Idaho. 

The West remains a place full of marvels, calamities and 

perplexing dilemmas, and we are honored to cover it all for 

our growing readership. With their support, this organization 

is not only surviving, but thriving at a time when deep, 

trustworthy journalism is needed more than ever.

Paul Larmer 

Publisher
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Government, Tribes, Communities, People

A West Worth Watching
Washington

High Country News kept a close eye on the Trump 

administration’s contentious rollbacks to public-land and 

environmental policies, monitoring aggressive oil and gas 

leasing on public lands, the shrinking national monuments  

in Utah, the removal of protections for wildlife, and the  

abrupt canceling of efforts to curb greenhouse gas emissions. 

We also watched the controversial appointments to key  

federal agencies and kept tabs on Interior Secretary Ryan 

Zinke and former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt’s controversial 

actions and ethics violations, as well as the attempts of 

Congress to manage them. Our reporters followed Zinke as  

he traveled in Utah, Montana and Colorado, meeting with 

friendly politicians and industry leaders while doing his best  

to avoid angry activists. 

Anti-Federal Government, Anti-Public Land

Associate Editor Tay Wiles continued her in-depth coverage 

of Cliven Bundy and his associates, including the failure  

of federal prosecutors 

to hold them to 

account for armed 

standoffs in Nevada 

and Oregon. 

Meanwhile, she 

reported on the 

collaborations  

among ranchers, 

environmentalists and 

federal agencies in 

Harney County, Oregon, that continue to thrive in spite of 

the Malheur occupation. Tay also examined the stubborn 
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fringe movement to create an independent state of Jefferson 

in Northern California.

#MeToo in the West

Two years ago, Editorial Fellow Lyndsey Gilpin revealed the 

long-standing pattern of sexual abuse in the National Park 

Service. Last spring, Assistant Editor Anna V. Smith gave 

voice to stories of sexual abuse in the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs. (BIA Director Bryan Rice has since resigned.) In May, 

we covered sex trafficking and the Mandan, Hidatsa and 

Arikara Nation’s move to outlaw it after the disappearance 

of several women. In September, we looked at what a group 

of concerned truckers are doing to fight the trafficking of 

women and girls at truck stops.

New Perspectives on Immigration Policies

The roiling, divisive national conflicts surrounding race, 

immigration and economic inequities engulfed the West. 

Associate Editor Maya 

L. Kapoor explored the 

connections between 

communities on both 

sides of the Arizona-

Mexico border, and 

how they are being 

strained by an 

expanding U.S. Border 

Patrol presence and 

the border wall. 

Contributing Editor Sarah Tory reported on how immigrants, 

both documented and undocumented, have carved out 

vibrant but insecure lives in Alamosa, Colorado. 

Reporting from Indian Country

Throughout 2017–2018, High Country News built its new 

desk for reporting on tribal affairs throughout the region, 
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headed by Tristan Ahtone, an award-winning journalist  

and member of the Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma. Ahtone, 

Contributing Editor Graham Brewer, a member of the 

Cherokee Nation, and other reporters produced more than 

100 articles over the course of the year, many written by 

Native American journalists. 

As the U.S. grappled with the meaning of the 

administration’s zero-tolerance policy, our Tribal Desk pointed 

to the particular challenges of Indigenous children from 

Central America, whose languages weren’t among those 

spoken by Border Patrol agents or the nonprofit attorneys 

trying to help the children. We also set this policy in context, 

reminding readers that the slave industry and Native 

boarding schools of the 18th and 19th centuries also 

separated children from their parents. 

These stories had reach well beyond HCN ’s print and 

website readership, appearing in news outlets across the U.S. 

that focus on Native and tribal news, including Buzzfeed, The 

Intercept, Indianz.com, Navajo-Hopi Observer, Indian Country 

Today, Yakima Nation Review, The First Nations Canada, 

Confederated Umatilla Journal, Native News Online and First 

Nation’s Focus. 

Our tribal team has been exploring relationships with 

other newsrooms to get story tips from Indian Country. This 

long-term project will allow whistleblowers to send us 

information and tips and HCN to ramp up our investigative 

reporting on tribal affairs. This will be the first time anyone 

has offered such a tool for use across Indian Country.

The West’s Under-Reported Places

These stories all fit squarely into HCN’s mission to “inform and 

inspire people through in-depth reporting to act on behalf of the 

American West’s diverse natural and human communities.” Just 

as important as the West’s spectacular public lands and  
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wildlife are its unique communities and cultures, and in  

2018, we expanded our reporting from under-represented 

communities. Contributing Editor Ruxandra Guidi’s monthly 

“Letter from California” highlighted the culturally and  

politically diverse Golden State and the ways in which 

Californians are tackling immigration, farmworker safety,  

climate change and many other challenges. Correspondent 

Sarah Tory dove into a series of stories about immigration, 

deportation, and incarceration. And Wayne Hare, a member  

of HCN’s board of directors, began work on an ambitious  

series we call “A Civil Conversation,” in which he reports on  

the experiences of African-Americans in the West. 

Media Partners and Solutions 
High Country News worked with a number of partners to 

expand the reach of our coverage of nationally important 

Western issues. Climate Desk, a collaboration of more  

than a dozen national outlets covering climate change, 

helped push our stories onto the homepages of the  

Atlantic, Huffington Post and Wired among others; we 

contributed stories to The Guardian and its “This Land Is 

Your Land” series; and we worked with editors at The 

Intercept to co-publish “Where are the Indigenous children 

who never came home?,” a story about the country’s most 

notorious boarding school for Native American children and 

the tribes still seeking answers a century later. Associate 

Editor Kate Schimel worked closely with journalists in rural 

newsrooms in New Mexico and Montana through a 

partnership with the Solutions Journalism Network. The 

Montana project, called the Montana Gap, yielded a  

treasure trove of stories about how rural communities are 

finding new ways to survive and thrive economically in  

the modern West. 
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Jessica Kutz, fellow

Ruxandra Guidi, contributing editor

Kate Schimel, associate editor
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Jolly Good 
Fellows  
(and Interns)
Underlying our work in 2018 

was the presence of another 

great class of HCN editorial 

interns and fellows. Under the 

guiding hands of our editors, 

these talented and motivated 

journalists — Jessica Kutz, Carl 

Segerstrom, Emily Benson and 

Elena Saavedra Buckley — 

produced an astonishing 

number of stories for the 

magazine and website. And, 

mid-year, we continued a fine 

tradition of hiring from within, 

and brought on Emily Benson, 

who is now our assistant editor 

based in Moscow, Idaho.

Settling in  
the Field
Emily was one of several 

editors who chose to locate 

outside of HCN’s 

headquarters in Paonia, 

Colorado, part of a broader 

effort to better cover the vast 

region and retain the best 

talent. Starting in September, 

we had editors working out of 

Gunnison, Colorado; Seattle, 
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Carl Segerstrom, fellow

Maya Kapoor, associate editor

Tristan Ahtone, associate editor
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Washington; Portland, 

Oregon; Moscow, Idaho; and 

Davis, California. While 

production of the magazine 

and all of HCN’s business and 

administrative functions 

remain in Paonia, Gunnison 

has become the editorial hub, 

with Editor-in-Chief Brian 

Calvert overseeing three 

desks: West-North, led by 

Schimel and covering Alaska, 

Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 

Montana and Wyoming; 

West-South, led by Kapoor 

and covering California, 

Nevada, Utah, Colorado,  

New Mexico and Arizona; and 

Tribal Affairs, led by Ahtone 

and covering the archipelago 

of tribal nations and 

communities west of the 

Mississippi. Each team has an 

assistant editor assigned: 

Emily Benson, Paige 

Blankenbuehler and Anna 

Smith, respectively. These 

assistant editors help write, 

edit and administer the 

teams, and form a task force 

for website publication, which 

is led by Digital Editor 

Gretchen King.
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HCNU Classroom Program
With the support of generous donors, we delivered free HCN 

subscriptions to a record number of educators and students 

around the country this year. More than 300 professors and 

teachers provided their 15,000 students with print magazines 

and online access to HCN.org, using our stories for discussions 

and assignments. The disciplines ranged from geography, 

environmental science and natural resource management to 

law, political science and journalism. And we received 

accolades like this one from Oliver A. Houck, who teaches law 

at Tulane University:

I have used HCN in my environmental, natural resources and 

related law classes for the past 20 years. The classroom 

subscription program keeps my students up to date and 

provides live-action materials for both their research and class 

discussions. And I must say, even for exams. The quality of 

the articles is very high, the information reliable, covering an 

enormous range of topics.

Awards
High Country News won a number of prestigious honors in 

Fiscal Year 2017–2018: 

AAAS Kavli Science Journalism Awards: 

	� Gold (magazine category): Douglas Fox, “Inside  

the Firestorm”

	� Silver (online category): Nick Neely, “The West’s newest 

bird species has a beak like a crowbar.”

2018 James Beard Foundation Media Award

	 Julia O’Malley, “The Teenage Whaler’s Tale”

Native American Journalist Association:

Print / Online – Best Feature Story 

	 First Place: Julia O’Malley, “The Teenage Whaler’s Tale”
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Print / Online – Best Coverage of Native America

	 First Place: Anna V. Smith

Online – Best News Story

	� Third Place: Debra Utacia Krol, “Northern California  

tribes face down massive wildfires”

Print / Online – Best Elder Coverage

	� First Place: Debra Utacia Krol, “Paiute Tribe elders 

navigate a faltering health care system”

Print – Best News Story

	� First Place: Kim Baca, “The Navajo Nation has a wild 

horse problem”

Print / Online – Best Column

	� First Place: Julian Brave NoiseCat, “Take down 

monuments to Native American oppression”

Print / Online – Best Environmental Coverage

	 First Place: Jacqueline Keeler, “Let them eat yellowcake”

What Readers Are Saying
Readers often send feedback and thanks, as well as story 

suggestions and serious criticism, all of which we welcome. 

Here’s a sampling of recent commendations: 

I love the American West, yet I approached your magazine  

with initial skepticism; I’m so weary of the biased, divisive  

and manipulative reporting that I have come to associate  

with most publications that target conservative or rural 

America. How refreshing to find reporting that simply lays  

out the facts, explains the effects, and occasionally polices  

the falsehoods. (You sold me when you matter-of-factly 

corrected two inaccurate comments made by the subjects of 

the articles.) … Your own obvious love of the West, combined 

with unemotional, intelligent and just plain common-sense 

writing has earned you a new fan. Keep it up!”  

		  —Jeff Colfax, California
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I (was) in a bar in D.C. talking to someone who worked for 

a senator from New Mexico, and he randomly (brought) up 

this article about climate change and New Mexico that 

appeared in High Country News: ‘When that came out, 

everybody read it. People were forwarding it to me.’  	  

		  —Sean Barna, New York

I am a subscriber to the New York Times (online), and  

today, Sam Sifton (New York Times Cooking) mentioned an 

article about a teenage whaler that had the ‘best first 

sentence of any article I’ve read in 2017.’ I was intrigued  

and clicked the link. I concur with Sam’s opinion. What a 

powerful piece of journalism. Julia O’Malley captured both 

sides of this story and brought the reality of Indigenous 

hunters to the mainstream. 	 —a reader

The single most-common suggestion from readers falls into 

the broad category of regional news: High Country News. As 

one newsletter reader, Suzanne, explained to me: The name is 

“not a reference to marijuana.” Instead, “ ‘High Country’ is an 

older term for the Western U.S.” The publication covers land 

use, climate, wildfires and many other issues. I started 

reading this week and will become a regular.  

		  —David Leonhardt, New York Times, 
		  “What to Read Now,” Nov. 24, 2017

H I G H  C O U N T R Y  N E W S

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

500,000 550,000 600,000 650,000 700,000 750,000

722,621

690,378

630,354

610,596

542,557

HCN TOTAL DISTRIBUTION
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A Rock-Solid Model
Forty-eight years ago, High Country News was one of only a 

handful of nonprofit news organizations operating in the U.S. 

Today, we are one of more than 200, many of which have 

sprung up in the last decade. As a new report from the 

Institute for Nonprofit News states: 

While tiny by the standards of legacy news companies, the 

nonprofit sector generates an outsize amount of original 

journalism and the types of reporting that require significant 

investments of time and expertise. In a troubled news 

environment marked by cutbacks at traditional outlets, 

information vacuums, and the rise of misinformation disguised 

as news, the nonprofits are providing original and in-depth 

reporting to many other media as well as directly to the public. 

HCN is proud to be part of this new wave of journalism. 

Unlike many of the newer news organizations, though, HCN 

has a diversified revenue stream and is not overreliant on 

foundations or a handful of donors. We received most of our 

funds in 2018 directly from our 35,000 subscribers, nearly a 

third of whom made donations beyond their subscription 

fees. And our subscriber base continues to grow. Print 

subscriptions are up nearly 4 percent over 2017, and digital 

subscriptions are up an astounding 30 percent.

2017

2016

2015

2014

2013

24,000 24,500 25,000 25,500 30,000 35,000

32,846

31,381

28,652

27,754

24,662

HCN AVERAGE DISTRIBUTION PER ISSUE



l IN HONOR
Kevin Jackson
Arthur Smidinger

l IN MEMORY
Norma Biggar
Warren Bourdette
Nancy Davis Fouquet
Kurt & Eva Gerstle
Libby Kirkpatrick
Ed Marston
Ron, of the Mountains
Peggy Rosenberry
Angela Lu Self-Redcross
Jessica Grace Wing

l FOUNDATIONS & BUSINESSES
Anonymous (2)
Alpenglow Foundation
Arches Foundation
B. F. Foundation
Blue Oak Foundation
Ruth H. Brown Foundation  

with thanks from Charla Brown
Campizondo Foundation
Catena Foundation
Community Education Fund
Bobbie & Stanton Cook  

Family Foundation
Crane Creek Family Fund
George W. Davis Fund
Nick DeWolf Foundation
EMA Foundation
Engel Fund at the San Diego  

Foundation
The Environment Foundation  

funded by the employees of  
Aspen Skiing Company

Evergreen II Fund
Fanwood Foundation West
Ford Foundation
The Fund for Environmental  

Journalism, a grant-making  
program of the Society of  
Environmental Journalists

William & Mary Greve Foundation
Johnson Family Foundation

Kendeda Fund
Mally Fund of the Rose Community 

Foundation
New-Land Foundation
NRG. Inc.
Orton Family Foundation
Page Foundation
Patagonia
PECO Foundation
Piton Foundation
Pleiades Foundation
RCG Fund
Reiche Charitable Fund
Resources Legacy Fund
The Rosenthal Family Foundation
Homer A. & Mildred S. Scott  

Foundation
Solutions Journalism Network
George B. Storer Foundation
Upham-Lindley Family Fund
Vanguard Charitable
Victory Garden Fund
Wild Waters Foundation
The Winslow Foundation

l SUSTAINERS’ CLUB
We have more than 800 sustaining 
givers. We sincerely thank them all for 
their monthly donations.

l TOM BELL LEGACY CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)
Don Bachman
Bart Butterfield
Mark & Ann Carlson
Gladys Connolly
Tracy & Michael Ehlers
Douglas Hadra
Julie Kutz
Caroline Lowsma
Mary McCracken
Donna & Eric Mendelson
Richard Nolde
George Ponte
Penny & Mike Rucks
Randall Rutsch
Daryl Scherkenbach & Susan Zerwich

For 48 years, reader contributions to High Country News  

have fueled our journalism. We are grateful to every single 

donor whose generosity has kept us afloat.

Thank you for your support
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Charles “Si” Simenstad
Tutti Skaar
John Stansfield
Susan Tweit
Theresa A. Ukrainetz
David C. Ulmer, Jr.
Florence Williams
John & Lavinia Ycas

l DONORS $250 & UP
Anonymous (47) 
Margit & Bernar Aarons
Len Ackland
Gwen & Dick Adams
Steve & Ellen Adelson
John Adgate
Ellen Aiken
David Alberswerth & Cary Ridder
Adam & Rachel Albright
Millstream Fund
Bill Alldredge
Myron Allen & Adele Aldrich
Diana Allison
Eric Almquist
Cindy & Stuart Alt
Bruce Arnold Amundson
Robert G. Amundson
Adrienne Anderson
Marshall Anderson
Neal Anderson
Tom & Tamia Anderson
Barbara Andrews
Loretta Annala
Denny Arter & Tim Martin
Charles Aschwanden
Russell & Carol Atha
Gretchen Augustyn
Everett Ayers
B Bar Ranch
Don Bachman & Cathy Cripps
Peggy & Carter Bacon
Charles M. Bagley Jr.
Julene Bair
Trace Baker
LouAnn & Robert Ball
Lo Anne Barnes
Joseph Barsugli
Britt Bassett & Ilana Stern
K.C. Becker
Sue Becker
Thomas Becker
Joyce Beckes
Anne Beckett
Timothy Bell

Rand Bellows
Rick Bennion
Ruth Benton
Bruce Berger
Barbra & Scott Berry
Paulette Bierzychudek
Warren & Karen Bird
Sarah & Bill Bishop
Ron & Judy Blackwelder
Ann & Richard Boelter
Eric Boerwinkle & Vicki Huff
Barbara Bolles 
Charles & Marjorie Bolles
David Bonderman
Eleanor F. Bookwalter
Stina Booth & John Richardson
Roger & Marisa Boraas
Katherine Borgen
Christine Bourdette
Brenna Boyd
Monica J. Brasen
Gene Edwin Bray
Joe Brazie
Joan Brenchley-Jackson &  

Kevin Jackson
Kathleen Brennan
Robert Bricca
Susan & Brad Brickman
Bill Brinckerhoff
Mary Brisson
Dan Brooks
James L. Bross
Arch & Laura Brown
Barbara L. Brown
Claire E. Brown
Judd & Mary Anne Brown
Marilyn Brown
Gay Browning
Mike & Kathryn Browning
Stephen Buckhout
John Buckley
Robert W. Buddemeier
Bill Budinger
Sandy Buffett
Janis Burger
Janice Burnham & Ray Carney
Richard F. Buscher
Shirley Butterworth &  

Cecelia Lynne Butterworth
Jo Ann Campbell
Tom & Sonya Campion
Al Canner & Claudia Naeseth
Caprock Fund
Donna Carlson
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Christopher P. Carlson
Jan Carlson
Jim & Nancy Carpenter
John Carron
Mark H. Carson
Elizabeth Carver
Sue Ann Cass
Frances Cassirer
Dan W. & Robin C. Catlin
Dave Catterson
Shelly Catterson
Susan Chadd
George Chesley
David & Linda Chipping
Jon Christensen
Odin Christensen
Rhys Christensen
Allen J. Christie
David Clark
John Thomas Clarke
Sandra Clarren
Paul & Julie Cleary
Kristine Cloud
Tamara A. Cohn
Bonnie Colby
Janene Colby
Kenneth & Jane Cole
Anne B. Collins
Martha & Hobart Collins
Kitty Collins
Ronda S. Connaway
Jerry Conover
John E. Cook
Nancy A. Cook
Deb Cookingham & Hugh Epping
Robert Coon
Eric A. Coons
Debra & Thomas Corbett
Scott Cornelius
Buz & Quincee Cotton
Adam & Stacy Coyle
Harold P. Coyle Jr.
Cathy Craig & Robert W. Benzin
Tim Crawford
Caroline C. Culver
Ed Curley
Bill & Gretchen Cutts
Caroline Cypranowska
Linda Dahl
Cliff Dahm & Rhea Graham
Andrew Darrell
Virginia Darvill
Ira Dauber
Diane Davidson

Jack Davis
Martha Davis
Jeffrey & Carol Dawson
Durfee Day
Jay Dean & Stefani Bittner
DeeDee & Peter Decker
Patrick & Lynn de Freitas
Lydia Delventhal
Paul DeMorgan
Spencer Denison & Kara Horner
Barbara Deweese
Eli Diament
Jackie Diedrich
Hobey & Ruth Dixon 
Gus di Zerega
Carol Doig
Sandy & Dave Doubleday
Ann Douden & Richard Messer
Buck Drew & Becky Klassen
Mike Duncan & Bonnie Crysdale
Michael Dunsdon
Loyal Durand
Gary Eastman & Katherine Reid
Robert Eccli
Thomas Egerton
Tracy & Michael Ehlers
Megan E. & Fred D. Eiden
Jean A. Eilek
Evan & Kim Ela
Bill Elfring
Linda Elkind
Kirk & Sheila Ellis
Pamela Ellison & David Herz
Mary Ann Elwood
Craig Emerson
Dianne & Gary Eschman
Robert & Mary Estrin
Don & Julie Evans
Robert A. Ewing
Juli & Michael Fahy
James Faris
Michael Feiss
Carl & Judy Ferenbach
Joan Ferris
Scott L. Fetchenhier
Ben Fields
Thomas Filkins
Mary Lynne Finn
John Fitch
Doug Fix
Karl W. Flessa
Robert & Nancy Follett
Michael & Sheri Folsom
Jacob E. Forman
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Patricia Forsberg & S.F. Speckart
David Foss
Ralph Frable
Candace M. France
Naomi Franklin
Linda & Charles Frick
Mike & Karen Fried
Charles M. Fry
Lewis Fry
Bob Fulkerson
Sidney Mackenzie Fulop
Hugh P. Furman
Herman W. Gabriel
Michael H. Gadsden
Jane & Norm Gagne
Len Gallagher
John & Lynn G. Garberson
Robert Gary
Richard & Nan Geer
Patricia Gerrodette
Pat Gerstenberger
Thomas Gerstenberger
James & Lynn Gibbons
Jonathan Gibson & Eliza Mabry
Joe & Mary Gifford
Peter A. Gilman & Margaret LeMone
Lucy Del Giorgio
Jack Godard
Claire Goodis-Baker 
Catherine Gorman & Phil Hedrick
Melissa Gould
Alan Gourley & Sarah Brown
Dakers Gowans
David Graber
Kathryn Grandison
Andrea Grant
Maynard Grant
Evan Green
William Greenberg
Gary Grief & Dorothy Wells
David & Iwona Guier
Richard Guinchard
Chris & Amy Gulick
Leslie Gura
Jim & Peggy Gutmann
Glenn Haas & Marcella Wells
Carl Haefling
Francis Hagan
Don Hagedorn
Alexis Halbert
Bryan H. Hall
Don & Roberta Hall
Carol A. Haller
Chris & Helen Haller

Tim S. Hallinan
Michael Halpert
William Hamann
Joan & Bruce Hamilton
Robert C. Hansen
Deborah Hare
Carol & Len Harlig
Ginger Harmon
Jolene C. Harms
Leo O. Harris & Ann Simms
David Harrison
James & Joy Harrison
Ann Harvey & Mike Campbell
Mark Harvey
Happy Haynes
Terry Haynes
Nick Hazelbaker
Mark Headley
Ed & Trudy Healy
Alan G. Heath
June Heilman
Timothy & Helen Heisler
Eric Hellquist
Bob Helm
Laura Helmuth
Joe & Sandra Hendrickson
John Herrman
Richard Herrmann
Bob & Jackie Heyda
Susan Heyneman
John Heyneman Jr. & Arin Waddell
James Higgins
Kenneth Hill
Elwood Hill
Osvel Hinojosa
Eric Hirst
Hollie Hirst
Richard & Kaye Hoffmaster
James & Marcia Hoffmeister
Julian & Diane Holt
Geoff Holton & Margaret Norman
Myron & Susan Hood
Stephen Hoover
Pamela & Gary Hopkins
Charles H. Hopton
Lynne & Joe Horning
Richard & Linda Howe
Tom & Caroline Hoyt
Paul & Annie Hudnut
Howard & Holly Huff
Richard W. Hughes
Joseph Hummel
Bill & Janet Hunt
Ruthie Hunter
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Dan & Kathy Huntington
Joel Hurd
William Hyde & Dolores Tiongco
Ernest Hyde
Pamela Hyde
Liz Ickes & Michael Deem
John & Marcia Imse
Mira Inbar
Fran & Will Irwin
Will Irwin
Jack E. Jackson
Theodore L. Jackson
Samaria Jaffe
Darcy James
Joy & Lynn Jamison
Gayle & Fritz Jandrey
Rob Jaworski
Roger Jenkins & Suzanne McDonald
Stephen & Kathie Jenkins
Chris Jensen
Isabel & Sam Jewell
Bill Johnson & Cheri Ferbrache
Linda G. Johnson
Val & Doug Johnson 
William F. Johnson
Nate Johnson
Leon L. & Judith Jones
Sarah Grace Jones
Coby Jordan
Alan Joslyn
Linda Joyce & Michael Ryan
Tom & Helen Juris
Todd Kalstrom
David Kapell
Peggy Kavookjian & David Nora
John Kay
Dan Kearns
Penny J. Keck
Scott & Michelle Kegler
Joel & Dawn Keller
Ken Keller
Harvey Kelsey & Sue Cashman
James Kemp
Eloise Kendy & Tim Byron
Jay Kenney & Emily Sinclair
Keith B. Ketner
Tamara Killion
Dick & Marianne Kipper
Larry Kline
Jon Klusmire
Dennis & Judy Knight
James & Renee Knight
Craig & Lois Kocian
Lawrence & Judy Kolz

Martha Kongsgaard & Peter Goldman
Ralph Kopp
Bette Korber
Nic & Mary Korte
Ken Kramer
Larry Krause
Peter Krier
Greg Krush
Janet Kurman-Hesselbarth
Steven Lamy
Cynthia Landes
Timothy Lange
Ulrich Lange
Victoria Langenheim & Kevin Schmidt
Cindy Lantry
Burks Lapham
Peter & Dawn Larmer
Kristy Larsen
Rudy Larsen 
Wayne & Jane Larsen
David & Jody Larson
Terry Lavender
Torrance Lawton
Sarah Layer
Earl F. Layser
Kay Ledyard
Marc Lee
Tom Lehman
Scott & Becky Lehmann
Dan Leighton & Joan Ludlam
Patricia M. Lennberg
Andy Lenssen
Edwin D. Leonard
Marc Levesque
Kenneth Levy-Church
Kathy & Ken Lichtendahl
Nancy Light & Chris Fichtel
Carl Lincoln
Land M. Lindbergh
George Lindsey
Carlie Lines & B. C. Rimbeaux
Susan B. Lynn
Bob & Sandra Lyon
Eilene Lyon
Dave Lytle
Jon Maaske
Jay & Karin Macdowell
Sydney S. Macy
Robert Maddox & Katie Hirschboeck
Felix H. Magowan
Timothy Manring
Suzanne Marshall
Betsy Marston
Russell & Janice Martenson
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	 Donations	 $	 1,581,625

	 Subscriptions	 $	 919,196

	 Grants and Other Contributions	 $	 516,320

	� Advertising/Sponsorships/ 
Events	 $	 108,918

	� Miscellaneous  
(single issue sales, syndication sales,  
royalties, investment income, etc.)	 $	 41,009 

TOTAL	 $	 3,167,068

High Country News  
Profit and Loss 
October 1, 2017 – September 30, 2018

Annual Support and Revenue

Note: These numbers are unaudited estimates.
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49.9% Donations

29.0% Subscriptions

16.3% Grants and Other Contributions

3.4% Advertising/Sponsorships/Events

1.3 Miscellaneous
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	 Production & Fulfillment	 $	 985,507

	 Editorial Content	 $	 1,016,039 

	 Subscription Sales & Outreach	 $	 293,628

	� Administration & IT	 $	 339,555

	� Development & Fundraising	 $	 336,343

	 Overhead	 $	 171,889

	� Advertising/Sponsor Sales	 $	 82,744

TOTAL	 $	 3,225,705

NET INCOME/(Expense)	 $	 (58,637)

Expenses
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30.6% Production & Fulfillment

31.5% Editorial Content

9.1% Subscription Sales & Outreach

10.5% Administration & IT

10.4% Development & Fundraising

5.3% Overhead

2.6% Advertising/Sponsor Sales



Board of Directors

Our Mission

HCN.ORG  · 970-527-4898 
P.O. BOX 1090 · PAONIA · CO 81428

High  
Country  
News

For people who care about the West

High Country News is a 501(c)3 nonprofit media organization 

that covers the important issues and stories that define the 

American West. Its mission is to inform and inspire people — 

through in-depth journalism — to act on behalf of the West’s 

diverse natural and human communities.

FRONT COVER IMAGE: From High Country News, “A tale of two housing crises, 
rural and urban.” Fannie Sandoval tends sheep on the family homestead near 
Torreon, New Mexico, where she’s lived her whole life. Photo by Donovan Shortey.

INSIDE BACKGROUND IMAGE: HCN headquarters is at the foot of these  
mountains near Paonia, Colorado.
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